
is happening with the Iowa 

FFA Association and upcom-

ing opportunities. 

Where do I send news to?  

All news, questions, and in-

formation regarding the Iowa 

FFA Today Publication can be 

emailed to  

iowaffatoday@iowaffa.com.  

New Resources on writing  

for the Iowa FFA Today will 

soon be on www.iowaffa.com 

for reporters and members. 

Be sure to check the website 

soon! 

We hope you enjoy the 

―new‖ Iowa FFA Today and 

all the issues to come.  

 

It is finally here! You are 

reading the first ever 

online edition of the Iowa 

FFA Today.  

What can be expected 

in each issue? 

Owl Watch: Each issue 

we will feature an out-

standing advisor. Read  

how you can nominate 

your advisor on page 4. 

Fun Facts in Agricul-

ture: Have you ever won-

dered how many licks it 

takes to eat an ice cream 

cone? Impress your friends 

with the knowledge you 

gain from this section. 

Meet our state officers: 

Each issue we will get a 

chance to meet one of the 

nine state officers.  

Chapter Chatter: Get new 

ideas to use at your chapter 

by reading this section. Any-

one can submit a short article 

100-250 words long with a 

picture and caption for chap-

ter chatter.  

State News: Find out what 

Are you a seventh or eighth 

grader? Are you interested in 

agriculture or leadership? 

If you said yes to either of the 

two questions above, ask your 

advisor about the first ever 

Fall Discovery Conference. 

You do not currently have to 

be enrolled in an agriculture class 

to attend or be a member of a 

discovery chapter.  

The conference will introduce the 

endless opportunities available in 

FFA and agriculture, as well as 

provide a chance to meet stu-

dents from all across Iowa. 

 

Date: November 11-12, 2011 

Location: FFA Enrichment 

Center, Ankeny, Iowa 

Cost: $20 per student 

Registration Deadline: Nov. 1 

 

Welcome to the New Iowa FFA Today 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Inside Story 2 

Inside Story 2 

Inside Story 2 

Inside Story 3 

Inside Story 4 
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Inside Story 6 

First Discovery Conference to be Held in November 
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State Officer: Steven Brockshus 

Why did you choose to 

become an agricultural 

educator? 

More fate than choice, as a 

freshman my ag teacher 

Wayne Nattress said, ―Well 

Gruis you will be a great ag 

teacher someday.‖  

What does this yearõs 

theme òI Believeó mean to 

you? 

―I Believe‖ ultimately means 

that you have faith. If we do 

not believe in the future of 

agriculture, human life may 

cease to exist. If we believe, 

we have faith. 

What is your favorite part 

of your job?  

Challenging others is my favor-

ite activity. I am amazed by the 

creative and innovative ideas 

young people generate when 

status-quo thinking is chal-

lenged.  

Why should a student 

choose a career in agricul-

ture? 

In a world predicted to hit 9 

billion people by 2050, knowl-

edge of agriculture will be 

critical. Choose a career that 

will make your unique knowl-

edge and skills critical to oth-

ers. 

What advice would you 

give to a freshman just 

starting out in FFA? 

The question mark must be 

your best friend. Never stop 

questioning,; never stop learn-

ing. 

What accomplishment are 

you most proud of? 

Being recognized as the Na-

tional Agriscience Teacher of 

the Year in 1995 was an 

honor, but is dwarfed by my 

pride in forestudents and FFA 

members. 

―would I be in FFA,‖ but ―what 

can I do through the FFA‖. I 

decided to join FFA, because 

of the strong values I had seen 

from many farmers, especially 

my grandparents. I wanted to 

be able to stand up in tough 

times and push through, just 

like them. The FFA continues 

to open more doors and pro-
vide far more opportunities 

than I ever thought possible.  

 I still remember back 

to State Convention my fresh-

 Hello FFA Members 

and Agriculture Enthusiasts! 

This year has already pre-

sented many experiences, 

challenges and life-changing 

opportunities.  

 I grew up on a family 

owned, 5th generation dairy 

farm in the smallest county in 

Iowa. I have always been close 
with my family and strong 

relationships mean a lot to me.  

 When I got to high 

school, it wasn’t a question of 

man year. This was one of the most 

amazing events I had been to in my 

entire life. Throughout the years 

after that, I always tried to find a 

way to enable myself to have that 

experience again.  

 The FFA has changed and 

impacted my life. I want to give 

back to the FFA what the FFA has 

given to me. I want to impact the 
members and help forge that path 

for the future of agriculture. 

I O W A  F F A  T O D A Y  

Name: Dale Gruis 

 

Occupation: State Advisor 

Home Chapter: Bison FFA 

at Buffalo Center 

SAE: Swine and Dairy Pro-

duction, Crop Placement 

FFA Awards: Star Chapter 

Farmer, High Individual Dairy 

Cattle CDE, 2nd Dairy Cat-

tle Team CDE 

 

 

Owl Watch Owl Watch Owl Watch    

NW State Vice President 

Chapter: Sibley– Ocheyedan 

SAE: Dairy Placement 

Education: Iowa State Univer-

sity, Graphic Design  

Favorite Food: Pasta 

Favorite Superhero: Spider-

man 

Fun Facts of Agriculture  
 One cow hide can be made into 12 basketballs, 20 footballs or 8 pairs 

of cowboy boots. 

 Des Moines has the highest per person milk consumption of any city in 

the U.S. 

 It takes 150,000 soybeans to fill a bushel. 

 It takes an average of 50 licks to polish off a single-scoop of ice cream. 
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The North Polk FFA 

Chapter completed another suc-

cessful Avenue of Breeds exhibit 

during the 2011 Iowa State Fair. 

The Avenue of Breeds is a popular 

educational exhibit at the Iowa 

State Fair located in the swine barn 

and includes different breeds and 

species from over 100 breeders 

around Iowa.  

The fair began on Aug.11, 

but the North Polk FFA members 

were hard at work long before the 

first day. The physical setup for the 

fair began the Monday before the 

fair opened, and breeders delivered 

all animals on Wednesday. 

The fair gates opened 

Thursday morning and the aisles of 

the Avenue of Breeds were filled 

with people and North Polk FFA 

members answering many ques-

tions. The ostrich laid an egg the 

night before the fair and it was the 

main attraction at the literature 

table where North Polk FFA mem-

bers handed out breed information. 

Many North Polk FFA members 

stay at the fairgrounds around the 

clock, even days at a time.  

The hard work of mem-

bers and support from local busi-

ness and community members 

makes it all possible. We are very 

thankful for the opportunity to 

represent the FFA organization 

during the fair and hope to see you 

there next year! 

ber Kara Christensen said, ―It was 

an amazing experience! I am so glad 

I went; it really is an awesome feel-

ing to help all those people who 

don’t have what we have.‖  

 Allison Blomme, sopho-

more Audubon FFA member 

said, ―When I saw all the tables that 

were set up I thought wow, we’re 

helping a ton of people tonight, The 

time went really fast when we were 

bagging food. You kind of got into a 

rhythm with your group and it was 

a lot of fun to work with them.  If I 

have the chance I am definitely 

going back next year.‖ 

 Advisor Mrs. Brittany 

Elmquist echoed the sentiments of 

her students, ―Meals from the 

Heartland was an experience that 

Audubon FFA will most definitely 

do again next year. Listening to the 

excitement of the students was 

incredible, and you couldn’t help 

but feel good about the project.‖ 

 Audubon FFA members 

were part of a team of 800 volun-

teers who packaged 365,000 meals 

in just two short hours in the 

―Student Challenge‖ for Meals from 

the Heartland. Their speed aver-

aged 12,000 meals per minute dur-

ing the event on Wednesday, Aug. 

31. 

 Meals from the Heartland 

food is produced from rice, soy 

protein, dried vegetables and vita-

mins.  Each food package feeds six 

people and costs only $1.20 to 

produce. The meals are shipped to 

starving people worldwide.  

 The Audubon FFA partici-

pated in this challenge after donat-

ing $1,000 to the cause. FFA mem-

Members of North Polk 

FFA at Avenue of Breeds 

Audubon FFA Helps Meals from the Heartland  

Chapter Chatter  

North Polk FFA Iowa State Fair Avenue of Breeds 

Audubon FFA 

helps create 

12,000 meals 

per minute for 

Meals from 

the Heart-

land. 

   Centerville Wins Trap Shoot   

 Three Centerville FFA members won first 

place team at the Eighth Annual Eddyville Agri-

Power FFA Sporting Clays Shoot.  The event was 

held at Steel Clay Shooting in Eddyville.  Team mem-

bers from left to right were Kylee Martin, Mikey 

Runyon, Graydon Schmidt.  
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North Mahaska Hosts 120 Students at Farm Safety Camp 

The Pekin FFA 

hosted their annual field day on 

Wednesday, Sept. 23. The field 

day focused on strategies to 

reduce nitrate losses from row 

crop acres, including use of the 

fall cornstalk nitrate test and 

cover crop management.  

Tom Kaspar, USDA-

ARS research agronomist with 

the National Laboratory for 

Agriculture and the Environ-

ment, and ISU Agronomy Ex-

tension soil fertility specialist 

John Sawyer discussed cover 

crop selection, fall establish-

ment, spring management and 

nitrogen fertilizer needs of 

corn planted after a cover 

crop. Washington County ILF 

farmer-partner Rob Stout 

shared his experiences adding 

a winter rye cover crop to his 

corn-soybean rotation. Jamie 

Benning, project coordinator 

with the Performance-based 

Watershed Management pro-

ject, reviewed end-of-season 

stalk nitrate testing and inter-

pretation of test results.  

ISU’s Learning Farm 

and Wapello County Water 

Conservation District helped 

in sponsoring the event.   

students were rotated 

through eight safety stations 

including tractor, machinery 

and PTO, small animals, large 

animals, flowing grain, ATV’s, 

skid-steer loaders, lawn 

mowers, fire and chemical 

safety were presented by 

high school students. 

Each high school 

group presented to 16 differ-

The North Mahaska 

FFA and agricultural educa-

tion program hosted Farm 

Safety Camp for elementary 

students on Sept. 15, 2011. 

Thirty-three class 

members covered eight ar-

eas of safety on the farm and 

in homes to approximately 

120 elementary students. 

The elementary 

ent groups It will never be 

known how many accidents 

may have been prevented by 

the farm safety program. 

There is no room for error 

with safety. 

 Mrs. Livezey said, 

ñI believe that Farm Safety is 

an valuable program for our 

students living in a rural 

area.ò 

Brian Waddingham of the Coa-

lition to Support Farmers, 

Laurie Johns of Iowa Farm 

Bureau, a panel discussion on 

International Agriculture op-

portunities, and a speaker on 

citizenship. In the afternoon, 

students participated in hands-

on learning labs at the ISU 

Horticulture Farm where they 

heard from ISU professors in 

horticulture, agronomy and 

biology.     The Roland-Story 

FFA Chapter held its Ninth 

Annual Fall Leadership Camp 

for incoming students of agri-

culture education on Tuesday, 

Sept. 13, in Story City.   

 There were 120 

students who attended the 

camp from Webster City, 

South Hamilton, Gilbert and 

Roland-Story. Attendees heard 

from two Iowa FFA officers, 

I O W A  F F A  T O D A Y  

Pekin FFA Hosts Field Day  

FFA makes a positive 

difference in the lives 

of students by 

developing their 

potential for premier 

leadership, personal 

growth, and career 

success. 

Roland-Story Fall Leadership Camp  

Students learn about soil analysis 

from ISU Agronomy Department  

Nominate your advisor for 

òOwl Watchó by emailing 

iowaffatoday@iowaffa.com. 

Include 

1. Advisor Name 

2. Picture of advisor 

3. Why they should be 

featured in ―Owl 

Watch‖ 

 

Send your ―chapter chatter‖ 

to iowaffatoday@iowaffa.com 
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I O W A  F F A  T O D A Y  

The Central Trail FFA 

hosted the Sub-District FFA Soil 

Judging in Lamoni, IA on Sept.14, 

2011, in conjunction with the Deca-

tur County Soil and Water Conser-

vation District (SWCD).  

The judging held at 

Graceland University consisted of 

three soil pits and a written exam.  

Contestants looked at soil profiles 

to determine slope of the land, 

landscape, native vegetation, tex-

ture and color of the soil, soil limi-

tations, and many other factors that 

determine the use of soil. 

There were eighteen 

teams involved in the competition 

from eight schools: Central Trail 

FFA, East Union, Lamoni, Wayne, 

Southeast Warren, Creston, Des 

Moines, and Murray. 

Competing in the Sub-

District FFA Soil Judging Contest 

from the Central Trail FFA were: 

Marcus Foltz, Logan Brown, Dillon 

DeLong, Austin DeLong, Kaitlynn 

Yoder, Serria McElfish, Malorie 

Irving, Deanna Nellis, Mikayla Reed, 

Dalton Rhum, Coltin Hatfield, Tris-

tan Johnson, Jaycee Rumley, Austin 

Blades, Caitlyn Saxton, Brenden 

Thomas, Kendall Buckingham, Misty 

Brockus, Cappie Robbins, and Truly 

Mothershead. 

The Decatur County 

SWCD sponsored trophies for the 

Champion and Reserve Champion 

Team and the top two individuals.  

Winning the team contest was Syd-

ney Weis, Sarah Heindrichs, Han-

nah Ziffer, and Katelyn Ripperger 

from East Union.  The Reserve 

Champion Team was JC Northway, 

Amy Williams, Crissy Dittmer, and 

Natelle Adams from Southeast 

Warren. 

The first place individual 

was Sydney Weis from East Union.  

The second place individual was 

Crissy Dittmer from Southeast 

Warren. The Central Trail FFA 

would like to thank Ms. Holly 

Giombi and Mr. Kevin Reynolds for 

their assistance in planning this 

contest. 

Central Trail FFA Host Sub-Districts Soil Judging 

was to solely own the land lab. 

However, to safeguard the farm, 

it was decided to pursue an 

alumni chapter. Chapter mem-

bers talked with various alumni 

chapters around the state as well 

as leaders at the state and na-

tional level and found many 

benefits of forming an affiliated 

FFA Alumni Chapter. 

 ―We wanted to be sure 

that the land lab would be 

around for many generations to 

come, and the FFA Alumni guar-

antees just that. Because it is 

established outside of the school, 

it is completely protected from 

any school board ramifications, 

and by having an actual FFA 

Alumni Chapter, we attain the 

same non-profit status as the 

National FFA Organization,‖ said 

former chapter president, David 

Samson. 

 Once the group decided 

to form an alumni chapter, a 

council was elected consisting of 

a President, Vice President, Sec-

retary and Treasurer and a con-

stitution and by-laws were 

adopted. 

 ―The entire process 

went very smooth. I knew that 

there was support for FFA, but I 

was impressed by the way that 

everyone came out that night to 

show their true dedication,‖ said 

Alumni Chapter President Mr. 

Joel Vos. 

 Until January 2011, the 

concept of forming an Alumni 

chapter had always been just that 

– a concept that had never had 

any means for action.  

 All of that changed 

when a group of community 

members donated $75,000 for 

the purchase of a land lab. Sup-

port for the new initiative ex-

ploded as local agriculturalists 

stepped forward in support of 

what many could only have 

dreamed of when they were in 

FFA. 

 ―The community came 

out in full support of the idea.‖ 

said agriculture instructor Mr. 

Brian Lowry. 

 Initially, the FFA chapter 

East Union FFA wins 1st place Southeast Warren FFA receives 2nd place 

For more information 

about starting an FFA 

Alumni Chapter visit 

www.iowaffaalumni.com  

Learning to Do 
~ 

Doing to Learn 
~ 

Earning to Live 
~ 

Living to Serve 

By Marshall Hay 

Lynnville-Sully FFA Reaps Benefits of Alumni 

P A G E  5  
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West Lyon FFA Hosts Farm Safety Camp 

Southeast Polk FFA 

members recently completed 

work at the Paul R. Knapp 
Animal Learning Center at the 

2011 Iowa State Fair.   

Students helped with 

the display, cared for the ani-

mals and assisted with any 

husbandry practices that oc-

cur.   

Students from the 

Advanced Animal Science class 

also manage the 23 head beef 

cow herd year round in 

preparation for calving at the 

display.   

The class is now 
preparing for the 2012 fair and 

managing the cow/calf pairs in 

the pasture.   

―It is a great learning 

opportunity for students who 

have little or no large animal 

experience, but have an in-

tense interest in the Animal 

sciences,‖ said Southeast Polk 

FFA advisor and agricultural 

education teacher Matt Eddy. 

different stations for the fifth 

graders to attend.  

 For example, we had 

lawn mower safety where a 

mower was brought in and  

members explained the safety 

features of the mower and ex 

the hazards of getting hurt. 

We also had people from the 

community come in and ex-
plain about getting hurt and 

calling an ambulance, fire safety 

 It’s that time of year 

again where farmers are out 

and about with their machin-

ery. Children are out around 

this and they need to be cau-

tious, and aware of the dan-

gers of getting hurt.  

 That is why our 

West Lyon FFA chapter has a 

Farm Safety Day Camp every 
year for the fifth graders at 

our school. The officers and 

other members put together 

and extinguisher use, and 

chemical safety.  

 Some other stations 

the kids went to are animal 

safety and hay baler safety 

where the dangers of being 

caught in the belts or PTO 

were explained. The students 

are all served cookies and 

juice.  Every year is a great 
success and we hope to keep 

doing it!     

ers each season. 

 Two activities were com-

pleted during the summer. Team 

members scouted a local pro-

ducer's field and developed a crop 

scouting report. Records were 

compiled on planting date, fertility, 

herbicide application and the grow-

ing condition of the crop.  Insect, 
disease, and weed populations 

were monitored. The final report 

was presented to event judges for 

evaluation the day of the competi-

tion. 

 A display had to be de-

veloped that exhibited the use of 

the team's crop scouting ability 

during a community service activ-

ity. The Denison FFA team's com-

munity service theme was to in-

form younger students of the op-

portunities in agronomy. "There is 

a need for young people in the 

field of agronomy," said Randall 

Kuhlmann, chapter advisor. "We 

hope the crop scouting display 

will get young people to look at 

agronomy for their career."  

 Activities on the day of 

the event included a written gen-

eral knowledge test, and ten field 
scenarios.  In the field plots stu-

dents had to identify weeds, in-

sects, nutrient deficiencies and 

diseases. Growth stages of the 

crop and weeds also had to be 

determined. Students also had to 

determine the severity of the 

crop pest and make recommen-

dations to control the problem.  

 The 2011 Iowa Crop 

Scouting Competition was 

held at FEEL Research Farm 

in Boone, Iowa. The contest 

coupled real-world scouting 

experience based on inte-

grated pest management 

principles with community 

service.  The program was 
an effort to build awareness 

of Iowa agriculture through 

hands-on learning and team-

work. 

 Daren Mueller, coor-

dinator of the initiative and ISU’s 

Integrated Pest Management 

(IPM) program, said that while 

agriculture employs one in every 

six Iowans, many of Iowa’s youth 

are unaware of the vital role it 

plays in the state’s economy or 

the challenges facing Iowa farm-

I O W A  F F A  T O D A Y  

Southeast Polk FFA Works at Animal Learning Center 

Denison Crop Scouting 
Members (L to R) Malachi 

Schoeder, Tim Riessen, Cal-

vin Snitker, Ryan Reimers 

Denison FFA Wins 2011 Iowa Crop Scouting Competition 

Southeast Polk FFA 

members vaccinate a 

newborn pig 

West Lyon FFA Members at 

Farm Safety Camp 

By Lynelle Mogler 
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non-biased, solutions oriented 

documentary that takes a 

closer look at the meat indus-

try in the United States.  The 

film offers a unique perspec-

tive by telling the story of 

American agriculture through 

the farmer’s eyes, a story that 

often goes untold.  It analyzes 

livestock production in mod-

Ever wanted to see a film that 

sheds some positive light on 

American agriculture?  Well 

such a movie may be coming 

near you.  American Meat is a 

ern industrial settings as well 

as looking at alternative pas-

ture based livestock produc-

tion.  The film will be traveling 

through Iowa from Oct. 10-14 

in the following locations. 

Schedule of Events 

 Oct. 4—Northwest Greenhand 

Fireup at  Orange City  

 Oct. 8—State Soils CDE at 

Iowa State University 

 Oct. 12—Northeast Green-
hand Fireup at Wapsie Valley 

High School 

 Oct. 12—Southwest Green-

hand Fireup at Corning High 

School 

 Oct. 13—South Central 
Greenhand Fireup at Indianola 

High School 

 Oct. 19-22—84th National FFA 

Convention in Indianapolis, Ind. 

 Nov. 1—Registration for 

212/360 Degrees of Leadership 
and Discovery Conferences 

Due 

American Meat Documentary Travels Around Iowa 

Look for our next 

issue in November! 

 FFA Members 

in Indy 

 New advisor for 

Owl Watch 

 Meet State Sec-

retary Sarah 

Doese 

 Chapter Chat-

ter 

 Outstanding 

member SAE 

projects 

OCTOBER 2011  

Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 NW GFU 5 6 7 8 State Soils 

CDE 

9 10 11 12 NE GFU 

SW GFU 

 

13 SC GFU 14 15 

16 17 18 19 National 

Convention  
20 National 

Convention  
21 National 

Convention  
22 National 

Convention  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 1 212/360/

Discovery 

Registration 

    

 Oct. 10, 5:30 pm, Iowa State University, Curtis Auditorium 127, followed by 
panel question & answer 

 Oct. 11, 8:20 am, Wayne CSD High School, Corydon, IA 

 Oct. 11, 1:30 pm, IKM CSD High School, Manning, IA 

 Oct. 12, 8:30 am, Le Mars High School, HS, Le Mars, IA 

 Oct. 12, 12:30 pm, South O'Brien HS, Paullina, IA 

 Oct. 12, 6:30 PM, Sioux Central HS, Sioux Rapids, IA 

 Oct. 13, 8:30 am, Algona High School 

 Oct. 13, 1:00 pm, North Iowa Area Community College, Mason City, IA 

 Oct. 13, 6:30 pm, Aplington-Parkersburg High School, Parkersburg, IA    

 Oct. 14, 8:15 am, Pekin HS, Packwood, IA 

 Oct. 14, 1 pm., PCM High School, Monroe, IA 

By Michael Mardesen 

I O W A  F F A  T O D A Y  


