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January 16, 2012
MEMO TO:
Iowa Agriculture Teachers 

FROM:

Jane Castellano, Corporate Communications
SUBJECT:
GROWMARK ESSAY CONTEST DEADLINE FOR IOWA 

2012 Theme:  Cooperatives in a Global Environment
The GROWMARK Essay Contest Poster and Title Page were mailed to you in November. Please consider using the essay contest as a teaching tool for your classes and encourage your high school FFA students to write an essay. Students will have an opportunity to develop their writing skills, learn about current issues impacting agriculture, and develop an understanding of the unique role of cooperatives.

This year, students will write about agricultural cooperative business models:  their member benefits, their impact on local communities, and how they contribute to economic growth throughout the world.

Each high school may submit one essay written by an active high school FFA member. Essays should be approximately 500 words, about two pages typed double-spaced.

Submit the essay with the Title Page attached to:


Jane Castellano

GROWMARK, Inc.

P.O. Box 2500

Bloomington, IL  61702-2500

Iowa entries must be postmarked by February 15, 2012.
Essay Contest Awards will be distributed at the 2012 FFA State Convention:  

State Winner


- $500 scholarship


FFA Chapter of the Winner
- $300 award in recognition of the winner


Runners-up (four)

- $125 scholarship each

Visit www.growmark.com (click on Our Commitments/Youth and Young Farmers/2012 Essay Contest) to find the contest materials and suggested websites for students to visit. 

If you have questions contact me at jcastellano@growmark.com or 309-557-6181. 

cc:  Scott Johnson, Dale Gruis


